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Háaleitisskoli

Háaleitisskoli is a large, suburban school catering for 550 students,
aged between 6-16, across 2 sites. The majority of the children
attended the school from 8:30-13:00, with children aged 13-16 staying
for an extra hour or so to attend special classes they had specifically
chosen. Most of the children travelled to the school from close by,
with 25% of them being bilingual. The school adapt to whatever
special educational need a child they meet could have, with a specialist
classroom dedicated to supporting those with Autism, with the vision
of including them in as much mainstream education as possible.

Háaleitisskoli

Observing the school timetable at
Háaleitisskoli, it can be seen that the
children are not expected to be
learning the same subject for any
longer than 40 minutes. Comparing
this with how we carried out our
school day in year 2, we realised that
in the afternoon we were expecting
children to be engaged and actively
learning in (often) the same
environment for up to 2 hours in the
afternoon. Upon sharing these
findings with teachers in year 2, we
have decided to make an effort to
ensure the afternoon’s learning can be
organised around a break time
approximately half way through the
afternoon. Through implementing
this, we have noticed a positive impact
on the children’s well being,
behaviour, engagement and
concentration after they have had a
break.

Háaleitisskoli

At Haaleitisskoli we liked how children’s work is
everywhere . Their displays showed minimal
effort going into creating it from the teacher and
all of the emphasis being on the work itself. We
liked the idea of the children creating something
brilliant about important issues from their
perspective and then seeing it soon after around
the school for others to appreciate and learn
from.

These 2
children in Year
2 were thrilled
to see their
posters about
the importance
of reusing
being read by
others around
the school.

Sunnulaekjarskoli
Sunnulaekjarskoli is a large, modern, 15 year old school catering for 720 students aged 6-16. The Head teacher of

the school lead the tour and explained how the school ethos was built on 3 pillars; the environment, teamwork
and their inclusive way of teaching. They taught in teams or as they coined it ‘team teaching’ whereby they were
divided, by years they taught or subject they specialised in, into open plan layouts separated by the children’s
storage units.
Some key findings included;
•

Very relaxed environment - no school uniform.

•

Class sizes are approx. 60 children to 3 teachers.

•

Communication with parents is very positive but few and far

•

between as students make their own way into school on coaches or by walking.

•

Strong focus on arts & crafts from an early age - helps with dexterity.

•

Access to outside area regardless of weather.

•

Children focussed displays

•

Older children use tablets/laptops in class, learning is tailored individually.

•

Lots of movement throughout school day

•

Arts and craft teachers

Sunnulaekjarskoli
Throughout lots of the open plan classroom space at
Sunnulaekjarskoli the children had created a
bookworm, which looped around and covered the walls
with all of the books the children in the class had read.

We loved this idea and thought the
children at our school would love it too
so have introduced it to our year 2
class. We have set up our bookworm
on the window and created circles for
the children where they will write the
title and author of a finished book.

In our classroom children are seated
on different coloured tables for
when they read so we thought we
would add a competitive element,
encouraging children to strive for
their table whilst enjoying reading.

Sunnulaekjarskoli
•

The special educational unit at the school has a total of 20 different specialised
professionals and therapists who cater for 35 students.

•

The SEN facility also had a sensory room complete with a pull out ball pit
underneath a bed. The sensory room was equipped with all the resources,
including essential oils and instruments, for each child to have all of their senses
stimulated each day. They used a tick sheet to keep track of this.

•

One of their main aims was to encourage the children’s independence . Creating
tray tasks helped them achieve this , as children could help themselves to a tray
and have all of the instructions (in words and pictures) and resources to complete
activities independently.

•

Children travel from other schools (their home schools) to spend 2/3 days at the
SEN unit.

Sunnulaekjarskoli

Sensory
room with
bed and pull
out ball pit
underneath..

A relaxed way of listening to the teacher.
Children were all engaged but there is
no strict rules for how they listen.
Mostly all of the classrooms had sofas
or more relaxed seating areas available
for the students .

Sunnulaekjarskoli
We wanted the
children in Year 2 to be
responsible for
creating their own
display in our
classroom like the
brilliant displays we
had seen in Iceland.
We included elements
from both of these
displays we saw at
Sunnalaekjarskoli,
asking the children to
draw portraits of
themselves and us
along with hearts they
decorated with
positive words about
friendship and the
kind ways they treat
each other.

Sunnulaekjarskoli

A designated work
space complete with
timetable and
permanent resources
and prompts to
encourage focus and
stability.

An upright, relaxed work station for
those who prefer not to write sat at
a desk using a pencil on paper.
These 2 practices could work
effectively for children at our setting
and we would like to try and
implement them in the near future.

Klettaskoli
•

The only facility of this kind in Iceland.

•

Extremely well funded.

•

Lots of facilities for the children.

•

A brand new sports hall and swimming pool. The swimming pool is equipped with hoists for
accessibility. The gym is used by children to help strengthen muscles etc. The sports hall is
used by external clubs.

•

The director was extremely proud of the facilities available to the children.

•

Art work produced by the children was displayed in the entrance reception, the director
explained how a retinal eye scan was used to make the pieces of artwork.

•

Children had individual plans for their needs.

•

Staff were very motivated and had strong working relationships with the children.

•

Outside facilities were accessible to all with a variety of wheelchairs etc being available.

Klettaskoli
Retinal
artwork the
children had
created using
their eyes to
direct.

Individualised
learning plans
for the
children.

Swimming pool
equipped with
hoists to add
accessibility.

Seljaskόli
Seljaskoli is a 40 year old school
accomodating children between the ages
of 6-16. The school is 1 of 5 in the
suburb with it’s part being home to the
largest and most expensive houses. The
school is split into 3 phases who work
together in different ‘houses’. The
houses have communal areas in the
middle of the square with the
classrooms stemming off this. The
school prides itself on its inclusivity, they
accept any child no matter what their
need is and have multiple support
classrooms catering for different needs
children may have. Children can return
to their classrooms when required and
the teams work together to ensure
continuity regarding the child’s learning.

The head teacher explained
that there is a large focus on
well being and that the core
value of being a teacher is to
be happy. The teachers believe
it is important that the children
feel a sense of belonging in
their school and ensure they
have open and creative spaces
as a core value within their
curriculum.

Collaboration
Responsibility
Trust
Consideration

Bόkasafn Seljaskόla
Seljaskola Library
The school librarian at Seljaskola was passionate
about the importance of reading for children and
ensuring she achieved her aim of making the library a
fun, cozy and inspiring space. She had a range of
initiatives, activities and creative ideas of how she did
this meaning the children treasured their library time
and look forward to it every week. She decorated the
library around different themes, including space,
dragons, fairytales, and created activities and library
visits surrounding the theme. The school had a week
long book festival where the children started each day
reading and authors were invited into the school to
takeover the school’s social media accounts and
inspire the children. The librarian was so passionate
and had so many creative ideas of how to make the
library a fun and memorable learning space, she was
incredibly inspiring to listen to. We particularly liked
the ‘musical book chairs’ idea, like musical chairs but
when the music stops the children read the book on
the chair they stop at There are lots of ideas and
practices we can take away and adapt to suit the
children at our school.

These story sticks are a brilliant idea
of how to help children creatively
make their own story, choosing from
a range of sticks at random, each
colour connected to a different part
of the story. We thought we could
recreate this is at our school with the
children in Year 2, encouraging their
imagination and confidence in
making up their own stories just from
some character names, a setting and
a plot for example.

